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NOTICES OP ARCHAEOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 3 4 1 

THE HAARLEM LEGEND OP THE INVENTION OE PRINTING BY 
LOURENS JANSZOON COSTER, CRITICALLY EXAMINED. By Dr. A. 
VAN DEE. LINDE. Trans lated b y .Τ. H . HESSELS, w i t h an I n t r o d u c t i o n and a 
Classified List of Costerian Incunabula. London. Blades. 1871. 

MB. HESSELS, who has been some years in this country, and is already 
favourably known to many members of the Archaeological Institute for 
his remarkable acquaintance with the early history of printing, has con-
ferred a great favour upon scientific bibliography by his translation of 
Dr. Yan der Linde's able work. And to our members who had the oppor-
tunity of seeing the remarkable collection of early printed books brought 
together in the rooms of the Institute in May last, a notice of this work 
is due as a supplement to the valuable and entertaining discourse 
delivered by Mr. Winter Jones on the occasion of that exhibition. (See 
p. 1 of this volume.) 

We need not re-state a question which has, for at least two 
centuries, engaged the attention of every student of the history of 
typography. The claims of Gutenberg and his associates rest upon 
too firm a foundation to require any additional support; but it is 
very satisfactory to have, in a convenient form, all the points at issue 
fairly set out and clearly disposed of, as they are in this volume. 
Both Dr. Yan der Linde and his translator are natives of Haarlem, and 
interested, if any one can now be interested in the promulgation of a 
falsehood, in supporting the belief that Coster, their fellow-townsman, 
was a printer of books before Fust and Schoffer appropriated the inven-
tion of Gutenberg. Many distinguished bibliographers, both here and 
on the Continent, committed themselves to this view; ancl the people of 
Haarlem put up statues and monuments, the last in 1856, to the honour 
of Coster. In an amusing chapter, near the end of his work, Dr. Van 
der Linde traces what he calls the " metamorphosis of the legend; " and 
by way of pointing out, most easily, the character of his book, we may 
give a few of the heads under which, in this chapter, he has summarised 
the whole story. First, in a pedigree drawn up in 1546, it is asserted 
that Lourens Janszoon Coster brought the first "print " into the world, a 
hundred years before—namely in 1446. Guicciardini, in 1567, says, "The 
Haarlemers assert that the art of printing was invented in their town, 
and brought, after the death of the inventor, who left the art unfinished, 
to Mentz by a servant, who was received there with open arms. I don't 
know, however, whether this is true." Next comes the famous state-
ment of Junius, made towards the close of the same sixteenth century, 
that a certain Lourens Janszoon Coster invented, on the occasion of a 
walk in the Hout in 1440, the art of printing from wooden blocks; that 
he printed a Dutch " Spiegel " with it, and that he afterwards used metal 
letters; that, finally, on Christmas night in 1441 he was robbed by his 
servant Johan, supposed to be Fust, who carried off the invention to 
Mentz. Omitting some intervening authorities of minor importance, we 
have then the story given by Scriverius in 1628, in which Lourens Jans-
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zoon is called Sheriff of Haarlem in 1431. The story of Scriverius is 
in several places inconsistent with that of Junius, and is the more easily 
disposed of by Dr. Van der Linde. It is true that a sheriff of Haarlem, 
in 1431, was named Lourens Janszoon ; but it is also true that this civic 
worthy, who was by trade an innkeeper, died in 1436. It is, therefore, 
impossible that he was a chandler in 1441, and that he invented printing 
in that year, allowing, that is, that printing was invented in 1441. But 
the most circumstantial statement is that of Seiz, in 1740. He adopts 
and corrects the stories of his predecessors, and goes so far as to name 
the books printed by Coster; and so the legend grows and grows, is 
favourably received in many places besides Haarlem, and is adopted by 
Meerman, Koning, De Vries, Van Lennep, and many other authorities of 
various degrees of weight, while the subject of it alternately figures as 
an innkeeper, a chandler, a sheriff, and a sexton, until in May 1870, an 
article, written by Dr. Van der Linde, finally disposed of all the stories 
by showing their inconsistency with each other, and with authentic docu-
ments, nay even with the printed books hitherto attributed to the 
sheriff innkeeper, or the chandler sacristan. Who printed these books 
of Donatus and these Spiegels is a mystery yet to be solved; but it seems 
pretty certain, after a perusal of Mr. Hessels' preface, and after even a 
cursory glance at Dr. Van der Linde's part of the work, that they are 
later in date than has often been supposed, that they are the work of an 
unknown printer, and that all the stories given in the Cologne Chronicle, 
in Junius, in Scriverius, and others, are absolutely false. It must not, 
however, be supposed that there is nothing else of interest in a closely 
printed volume of almost 200 pages. On the contrary, it is full of col-
lateral matter, and may be studied with advantage on a large number of 
the questions which will disturb the mind of every beginner in this most 
difficult and obscure branch of history. 

W. J. L. 
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